Chapter 6

CEMETERIES

Article 1. Cemetery Board

Sec. 6-1. Mayor and City Council may act as Cemetery Board or may appoint a Cemetery Board.


(A) The Mayor and City Council of the City of Konawa may serve as Trustee for the Cemetery or appoint a Cemetery Board and it shall be the duty of the board to establish rules and regulations for the operation and maintenance of the Cemetery.


(B) If a Cemetery Board is appointed, it shall consist of Five (5) Members all serving staggered terms as established by the Mayor and City Council.

Article 2. Rules and Regulations

Sec. 6-2. Conditions of lot purchases.


All lots shall be sold subject to the rules and regulations of the Cemetery. No lot shall be used for any purpose other than the burial of human remains and the placing of appropriate monuments and memorials. Burial lots are exempt from ordinary taxes and can not be seized on execution. No mortgage or other encumbrance shall be given on any lot.

Sec. 6-3. Purchase of lots.


When a lot is paid for in full, a deed of title, for cemetery purposes only, shall be issued to the purchaser by the City Clerk. This section does not apply to indigent interment cases.

Sec. 6-4. Transfer of lots.


The transfer of lots or parts of lots to another person shall be reported to the City Clerk for recording. No person shall be recognized as owner or part owner unless so recorded. All transfers of parts of lots less than conveyed from the City to the lot owners must be approved by the City Clerk.

Sec. 6-5. Price of lots; charges.

             The Mayor and City Council of the City of Konawa by ordinance shall determine the prices at which the various lots in the City Cemetery shall be sold and also the charges to be made by the City for interment, disinterment, and other services, if furnished.  Price of a lot is $250.00, Opening and Closing is $250.00 weekdays and $350.00 on weekends per Konawa Cemetery Board Recommendation of April 5, 2007.

Sec. 6-6. Cemetery Care Fund.


Twenty-five percent (25%) of all 1ot sales shall be deposited in a Cemetery Care Fund as provided by the Laws of the State of Oklahoma. The uses and restrictions placed

on such fund by State Statutes shall be observed by the City.
Sec. 6-7. Use of cemetery funds and contributions.


All funds derived from the sale of cemetery lots or interments shall be placed in the general fund, or other fund as designated by the Cemetery Board, and the maintenance and operation of the Cemetery shall be accomplished with funds appropriated for that purpose.

Sec. 6-8. Conduct in Cemeteries.


No person shall:

(1)
Enter a Cemetery except through established gates.

(2)
Throw rubbish or debris on walks or drives or any part of cemetery grounds.

(3)
Pick or mutilate any flowers, either wild or domestic, or disturb any trees, shrubs or other plants.

(4)
Consume liquors within a Cemetery or carry same on the premises.

(5)
Permit any dog to enter or remain in a cemetery.

(6)
Discharge any firearms or air rifles in or in or adjacent to a cemetery. This regulation shall not apply to authorized volleys at burials.

Sec. 6-9. Admittance of children to cemetery.


No children shall enter a cemetery unless attended by adults responsible for the children’s conduct.

Sec. 6-10. Financial responsibility of City for property damage.


The City shall not be responsible for any damage to lots, structures, or objects thereon, or for flowers or articles removed from any lot or grave.

Sec. 6-11. Traffic regulations.


All traffic laws of the City of Konawa that are applicable to the operation of vehicles in cemeteries shall be strictly observed. Persons driving in cemeteries shall be responsible for any damage done by the vehicle or animal or both in the driver’s charge. In addition, no person shall:

(1)        Drive a vehicle in excess of Fifteen (15) mph on any cemetery road.

(2)
Drive off the established roads unless permission is given in writing by the Cemetery Board.


(3)
Make a U turn on Cemetery roads.


(4)
Use a cemetery road as a public thoroughfare.

Sec. 6-12. Supervision of lot plantings and improvements.


All plantings and other improvements to lots shall be done with the approval of the Cemetery Board.

Sec. 6-13. Lot care.


The following rules shall be observed in the care of Cemetery lots:


(1)
Copings, fences, structures of wood and hedges are prohibited.


(2)
Those structures or enclosures established on any lot previous to the adoption of these regulations which have in the judgment of the Cemetery Management become unsightly by reason of neglect or age shall be removed.

(3)
No elevated mound shall be built over graves, and no lot shall be filled above the grade established by the City.

(4)
Receptacles for cut flowers shall be installed flush with the surface of the lawn.

(5)
Chairs, settees, benches and vases shall be permitted only if properly installed and maintained. Failure to properly install and maintain shall be cause for removal.


(6) Rubbish, refuse and unused containers shall not be left on Cemetery lots.

(7) No person, firm or corporation may enclose any Cemetery lot in the City of Konawa, Oklahoma by curb, fence posts, rails, pipe or any other means.

Sec. 6-14 Conditions to be fulfilled before interment.


No interment shall take place without a burial permit, nor until all Laws, Ordinances, Rules and Regulations relative to burials have been complied with. No grave shall be opened unless the grave space has been paid for, with the exception of indigent cases, as determined the Mayor and City Clerk, or when the Funeral Director assumes the responsibility of payment for such grave space or spaces.  Funeral Directors making arrangements for burials shall be responsible for all interment charges if not paid by the owner or agent. If the deceased to be interred is not a member of the immediate family of the lot owner, permission in writing from such owner must be filed with the City Clerk. This permission must be filed before the interment is made.

Sec 6-14A Concrete Outside Burial Containers

A. All caskets at any City owned cemetery must be interred inside a concrete outside burial container.

B. All concrete outside burial containers will be installed under the supervision of the appropriate City employee or a person designated by the City Manager

C. Nothing herein shall prohibit the installation of metal outside burial containers, but wooden outside burial containers are prohibited.

D. Any person, firm or corporation who violates the provisions of this Section doing that which is prohibited, or by failing or refusing that which is required, is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, thereof shall be punished as provided in Section 6-17 of the Code.  In addition, violators must remove violation and replace with legal container at their own expense.

Sec. 6-15 Preparation of graves; permit and fees required.

(A)
Only One (1) interment in any One (1) grave shall be permitted. The City shall not be held responsible for errors in location of graves on lots arising from improper instructions of lot owners. Orders from Funeral Directors shall be construed as orders from owners. Under no circumstances shall the City assume responsibility for error in opening graves when orders are given by telephone.

(B)
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to open by digging a grave in the cemeteries of the City of Konawa and covering the same.  City of Konawa employees or City of Konawa contracted services are the only authorized agents to dig and/or open graves in the City of Konawa cemeteries.
(C)
The fee to open and close graves if $200.00 per grave.
(D)
There is hereby excepted from this Chapter a person who is by reason of his poverty unable to pay said fee, his or her inability to pay said fee shall be determined by the Mayor and the City Clerk of Konawa, Oklahoma. (Ord. 229, 06/05/76)

Section 6-16. Disinterment and removal; adherence to State Law required.

(A)
Disinterment and removal of a body shall not be made without the permission of the Cemetery Board, the lot owner, or the next of kin of the  deceased. Graves shall not be opened for inspection except for official investigation.

(B)
In addition to local regulations enumerated in (a) above, all State Laws and regulations administered by the State Health Department must be fully complied with.

Article 3. Penalty

Sec. 6-17. Penalty.


Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provisions of this Chapter by doing any act prohibited or declared to be unlawful thereby, or declared to be an offense or misdemeanor thereby, or who shall fail to do any act required by any such provision, or who shall fail to do any act when an Ordinance provision declares such failure to be unlawful or to be an offense or misdemeanor, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not less than Sixty Two Dollars ($62.00) plus court costs. Each day upon which any such violation continues shall constitute a separate misdemeanor.
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