Chapter 19

PUBLIC UTILITIES

Article 1. Water Service

Sec. 19-1. Water system a public utility; controlled by City Manager.

(a)
The City water system is a public utility owned and operated by the City, or a duly constituted trust authority presently organized or as may exist by subsequent

action of the mayor and City Council.


(b)
It is the responsibility of the City Manager to see that it is operated in a businesslike manner in accordance with Ordinance provisions and other policies

adopted by the Council.


Note:
Chapter 1 of this Code provides that the water system shall be under the supervision and control of the public works department.

Sec. 19-2. Charge for water service connection levied.


(a)
There shall be levied a water service charge for each and every water service connection made to water lines of the City.


(b)
The water service charge shall be based upon the size of the tap required and the size of the meter to be used.

Sec.
19-3. Amount of charge for water service connection.

Charges for water service connections shall be as follows:

(1)
Three-quarter inch connection      $75.00

(2)
All other connections as set by the City Manager. (Ord. 211, as amended by Ord. 220.)

Sec. 19-4. Charges for water service connections made outside the City.


Charges for water service connections made outside the City Limits shall be based upon the cost of the material used plus the labor and cost of the meter to be installed.

(Code 1957, SS N4.)

Sec. 19-5. Water service connections to be made only after charge is paid.


No water service connection shall be made until all charges have been paid to the City Clerk and an order shall have been issued from that office. (Code 1957, SS N5.)

Any new water wells are required to be permitted at a charge of $100 and the city will issue a letter to the property owner to provide to the well driller.  The well driller will still be required to get the proper clearances from the appropriate state agencies.

Sec. 19-6. Water rates.


(a)
The City of Konawa shall charge the sum of Dollars ($10.00) for the first Two Thousand. (2,000) Gallons or any fraction thereof, and Five Dollars ($5.00) per One

Thousand (1,000) for each additional One Thousand (1,000) Gallons of water usage or fraction thereof.


(b)
The City .of Konawa shall charge the sum of Eleven Dollars ($11.00)for the first Two Thousand (2,000) Gallons of water outside the City Limits or any fraction thereof, and Six Dollars ($6.00) per (1,000) gallons of water usage or fraction thereof.

Sec. 19-7. When bills are due; delinquency.


(a)
Charges for water service by meter and otherwise,

shall be due and payable on the first day of each current month for the month previous.


(b)
In the event said bill is not paid by the 10th of each month, then the connection may be cut off without notice by the department; and in this event, an additional charge of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be added to said water bill for turning water on again.


(c)
In the event it is necessary to remove the meter because of delinquency in payment, there shall be an additional fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) added to said water bill for re-installing the meter.


(d)
It shall be the responsibility of the head or heads of the household to pay the monthly utility bill for the water and/or sewer and/or garbage and that said head or heads of household shall be liable therefore. If utility services are cut off due to lack of payment, the head or heads of household cannot themselves or by or through their agents or relatives as well as with anyone else of adult age who resided in the residence or utility hookup in question obtain utility services from the City of Konawa for their benefit until said past due bill is paid or satisfied.

Sec. 19-8. Officers and employees may inspect; credentials.


(a)
Officers and employees of the department, whose duty it may be to enter upon private premises to make inspection of pipes and fixtures or attachments used in

connections with the city’s water lines, will be provided with badge or other credentials to identify them as officers and employees of the department.


(b)
Any officer or employee of the department shall, upon presentation of his badge or other credentials provided for in this section, have free access at all reasonable

hours to any premises supplied with city water, for the purpose of making any inspection of a water connection or line upon the premises.


(c)
In case any employee is refused admittance to any premises or is prevented from making such inspection the superintendent may cause the water to be turned off from the premises forthwith. (Code 1957, SS N8.)

Sec. 19-9. Water shortage.


(a)
In case of emergency caused by a shortage of water in the city water system, it shall be the duty of the city manager immediately to give notice to the water consumers of the system not to use water obtained from. the system for any purpose other than for strictly domestic use and such other use as he may designate, so long as the water

shortage lasts.


(b)
Until the City Manager proclaims the emergency at an end, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, to use water obtained from the City water system for the purpose of watering or sprinkling a lawn, flower bed, park, hedge or garden, or to use said water for any purpose other than strictly domestic use and such other uses as he may have designated. (Code 1957. SS N9.)

Sec. 19-10. Flourine.


In order to protect the health and welfare of the citizens of the City of Konawa from and after the effective date of this Article, the quantity of flourine in the public

water supply shall be controlled in such manner that the amount present in the water served to the public shall be in conformity with the policy, and the subsequent changes•

thereto, established by the Oklahoma State Board of Health.  (Code 1957, SS Nb.)

Article 2. Sewer Service

Sec. 19-11. Definitions.


The word “person” when used in this article shall mean and include an individual, partnership, association, or corporation. (Code 1957, SS Nil.)

Sec. 19-12.   Sewer Rates.

Any person who has a connection to the sewer system of the City of Konawa, Oklahoma, shall pay for such privilege, the sewer rates to be charged are as follows:

(1)
Residential Sewer Rate


$16.00 minimum for the first 1,000 gallons of water used;


$5.25 per 1,000 gallons for the next 4,000 gallons of water used;


$6.10 per 1,000 gallons for all over 5,000 gallons of water used.

(2) Commercial Sewer Rate

            $22.00 minimum for the first 1,000 gallons of water used;


$5.25 per 1,000 gallons for the next 4,000 gallons of water used;

$6.10 per 1,000 gallons for all over 5,000 gallons of water used

(3) Residences having their own water wells shall be charged a flat rate of  Twenty One Dollars and Twenty Five Cents ($21.25) for sewer usage.

Sec. 19-13. Failure to pay sewer tax.

(a)
Any person who refuses or fails to pay said sewer tax shall have his water disconnected by removal of the meter and shall be charged a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00), for reconnecting said meter.

(b)
In the event said person does not use the water lines of the City, upon his refusal or failure to pay the sewer tax, his sewer line shall be disconnected and he shall be charged a fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00), plus all costs above Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for disconnecting and reconnecting said sewer. (Ord. 252, SS 1.)

Sec. 9-14. Permit required for connection to sewer.

It shall be unlawful for any person to make a connection to the sewer system of the City of Konawa, Oklahoma, unless and until they have applied for an inspection permit for which they shall pay the sum of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) as a sewer inspection fee. (Ord. 227.)

Sec. 19‑15 Mandatory Sewer Connection with Related Requirements 

A. Each occupied residence and each occupied business or commercial building in the City of Konawa shall connect to the city’s sanitary sewer system within sixty (60) days after the adoption of this ordinance for all new construction; provided however, that such service shall be brought within at least one hundred fifty feet (150’) feet of the residence or business property line. Existing septic systems as of this date are excluded.

B. For further requirement, all subdivisions of land shall be so designed as to provide sanitary sewer service to each lot.  Individual development projects, with the exception of single‑family residences on unplatted tracts of land, shall connect to the City’s sanitary sewer system.  Whenever a sanitary sewer connection does not meet the above criteria, septic tanks or other individual sewage disposal systems may be used in accordance with ODEQ requirements.  Septic/On‑Site treatment is allowed within the City of Konawa if under permit issued by the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ), provided the parcel of record is located more than one hundred fifty feet (150’) from the nearest city sanitary sewer hookup or service line.  The maintenance and upkeep and disposal of said septic/on-site treatment plant shall be the responsibility of the owner of the same.

C. In the event a lagoon‑type or open containment system is determined by ODEQ to be necessary, either temporarily or permanently, then if the same is set up in accordance with ODEQ requirements, then same shall be used until such time as the required sanitary sewer system lines and service are available and within the required distance, at which time the mandatory sewer connection provisions above shall be brought into compliance within sixty (60) days of the said service being available.

D. If a lagoon‑type or open containment system is determined by ODEQ to be necessary, the  design shall meet the requirements of the Konawa City Code, Standard Plumbing Codes, the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) requirements and provide sewer service to all points on the property.  The sewer collection system design calculations shall be submitted to the City with the submission of the sanitary sewer improvement plans.  The proposed plans will not be approved by the City and released for review by ODEQ until the City has determined that the proposed plans and system calculations meet the City of Konawa Standards.  The owner or its successor shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of said lagoon or open containment system.

E. Should the need for said lagoon or open containment system cease, the owner of said lagoon or open containment system shall be responsible for the leveling and clean up of said lagoon or open containment system in accordance with the City of Konawa requirements as well as ODEQ rules, regulations and requirements. 

F. The minimum size for a gravity sewer line shall be 8” for all new construction.

G. Every facility connected to the city sewer line must install a backflow prevention valve.

H. If a private sewer line allows infiltration from surface or storm water to enter the line, it will be the responsibility of the property owner to make necessary repairs to prevent the infiltration.

Section 19-16. Penalty

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall be fined in any amount not to exceed Thirty-Five Dollars ($35.00), including costs.  Every day upon which a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
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